
STRATFORD BOROUGH COUNCIL 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

THURSDAY, JULY 10, 2025 
6:30 P.M. 

 

1 
 

CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Hall called the meeting to order at 6:30 P.M. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Mayor Hall led the Pledge and said an opening prayer. 
 
STATEMENT OF ADVERTISEMENT: The Administrator Keenan read the following statement: 
In compliance with The Open Public Meetings Act of 1975, notice of this meeting has been provided to the 
Courier Post and The Retrospect and is posted on the Borough Hall Bulletin Board stating the time and the 
place of the meeting. 
                     
ROLL CALL:   
MAYOR LINDA HALL – PRESENT      
COUNCIL PRESIDENT MICHAEL TOLOMEO – PRESENT   
COUNCILMAN PATRICK GILLIGAN – PRESENT      
COUNCILWOMAN DAWN MARTIN – PRESENT    
COUNCILMAN STEPHEN GANDY – ABSENT 
COUNCILMAN BOB BOVE – PRESENT 
JEFFREY BRENNAN, BOROUGH SOLICITOR – PRESENT 
CRAIG REILLY, BOROUGH ENGINEER – PRESENT 
RON MORELLO, POLICE CHIEF/OEM COORDINATOR – PRESENT 
MICHAEL LEMMERMAN, FIRE CHIEF – PRESENT 
JOHN D. KEENAN JR, BOROUGH ADMINISTRATOR – PRESENT 
STEPHENIE CIANFRANI, DEPUTY BOROUGH CLERK – ABSENT  
 
PUBLIC PORTION FOR AGENDA ITEMS ONLY: 
Councilman Tolomeo motioned to open the public portion on agenda items only.  Councilman Gilligan seconded 
the motion, which passed with all members present voting in favor in a voice vote.  
No one from the public spoke. 
Councilman Bove motioned to close the public portion for agenda items. Councilwoman Martin seconded the 
motion, which passed with all members present voting in favor in a voice vote. 
 
POLICE REPORT: Police Chief Morello provided the following report of the Stratford Borough Police Department 
Activities for June 2025: 
 
6/1       During the afternoon hours, we were called to a home on Arlington Avenue for a report of a 68-year-
old long-time resident unconscious, not breathing. CPR and AED’s were used to no avail. The man passed away 
at the hospital after transport. 
 
6/2    Overnight, persons unknown vandalized a dozen cars parked on the lot of Mike’s Auto on Berlin Road. A 
suspect has been identified not arrested. 
 
6/5    During the afternoon hours, officers arrested a man attempting to break into a Limo and cars in the 
parking lot of Zales funeral home. A 26-year-old Hi-Nella Man was charged with car burglary. 
 
6/6    At 5:00am, officers responded to a home on Temple Avenue for a 74-year-old man not breathing and 
without a pulse. The man was DOA, of natural causes. 
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6/9    Overnight, a resident on Whitman Avenue noticed suspicious activity, upon police arrival, they found 
two cars, one fleeing at a dangerously high rate of speed. Left behind was a stolen car from Cherry Hill. In 
Stratford they entered a handful of unlocked cars before officers arrived. 
 
Friday 13th 
6/13   During the afternoon hours, the upstairs door at the Quaker Store was observed to be open ajar. 
Thereafter a property check revealed the building had been burglarized, with the side door kicked in. Copper 
wiring and pipes were cut out of the building causing a large amount of damage. A 40-year-old man, who 
frequents the Somerdale Methadone Clinic was charged with burglary, theft and criminal mischief. He remains 
in Salem County Jail and will eventually be transported back to Camden County.   DAMAGE 
 
          Again that same afternoon at around 1:30pm, Officers were called to Jefferson Hospital where a Detox 
patient fled after wielding a large kitchen knife. He was apprehended in the middle of Laurel Road as he 
attempted to flee from police toward the occupied Rowan Buildings. He was a 29-year-old Camden resident 
charged with weapons and related offenses, 
 
          That same day, we issued arrest and search warrants for a 32-year-old Hi-Nella man regarding the May 
Home Invasion and Sexual Assault of the 76-year-old women asleep in her bed. DNA Biological Evidence 
gathered that evening led us to bringing these charges. The United States Marshals Fugitive Task Force 
arrested the man at his Hi-Nella Apartment.  
 
6/14  During the afternoon, officers responded to the Burger King to assist a man bleeding from his rectum. 
Supposedly suffering from some type of anxiety disorder, this man finds it necessary to insert razor blades in 
his rectum. This Atlantic City man was sent to Jefferson to tend to his rectum. 
 
6/18  At around 11:30pm, officers received a frantic call from a resident from Sydney Lane who reported her 
7-year-old daughter missing from her bed. A third search of the home was conducted as other officers and a 
police K-9 began searching the adjacent area. The child was then located, she had secreted herself under some 
very large pillows, under blankets, safe and sound in her parent’s bed.  
 
6/25 Overnight, a resident on Longwood Drive left her vehicle unlocked, with the key fob and her handbag 
within. The vehicle was stolen, and tracked throughout Camden for a few days. A 13-year-old driver was 
identified on video along the Admiral Wilson Blvd where the vehicle was ultimately recovered.  
 
OEM REPORT: 
 

1. The Emergency Management Coordinator attended one Camden County meeting. 
 

2. The draft Emergency Operations Plan was completed and remanded to the Camden County Office of 
Emergency Management for review. 
 

3. The Stratford Office of Emergency Management received a donation grant from Zallies Shoprite. A pallet 
of water in support of public events. 
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FIRE REPORT:  
Fire Department the report submitted is as follows: 
The Stratford Fire Department responded to 41 Alarms 2 Drills in the month of June 2025. 

MONTH YEAR TO DATE 
Building Fires    4  16     
Alarm Systems    15  62    
Dwelling Fires    1  11    
Investigations    8  52    
Rescues & M.V.A.’s    5  28    
Wires, Trees Down   5  23    
Brush Fires    4  6    
Car Fires    0  1   
Assist EMS, Police, Public  2  22     

    Drills     2  13   
 
ENGINEER REPORT: 
Mr. Reilly stated the written report was submitted to Council and explained the updates as seen in the report 
below: 
 
FY 2026 NJDOT Municipal Aid Funding Application – Resurfacing of Kirkwood Avenue, Phase 5 & Grand Avenue 
 
Update:  

 Our office submitted this application prior to the deadline of July 1, 2025 
 
Previously Reported:  

 NJDOT has announced the department would be accepting applications for the NJDOT FY 2026 Municipal 
Aid program with a deadline of July 1, 2025. 

 Our office has coordinated with the Borough Administrator regarding application 
 candidates for this round of funding and recommends submitting for the continuation 
 of Kirkwood Avenue and Grant Avenue (see attached Location Map). 
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FY 2025 NJDOT Municipal Aid Funding Application – Resurfacing of Kirkwood Avenue, Phase 4 & Grand Avenue  
 
Previously Reported:  

 NJDOT has announced the department would be accepting applications for the NJDOT FY 2025 
Municipal Aid program with a deadline of July 1, 2024. 

 Our office has coordinated with the Borough Administrator regarding application candidates for this 
round of funding and recommends submitting for the continuation of Kirkwood Avenue and Grant 
Avenue (see attached Location Map). 

 Our office submitted this application prior to the deadline of July 1, 2024. 

 The Borough has been informed it will be receiving an NJDOT Municipal Aid grant of $244,910 towards 
construction, inspection, and limited design of this project. Our office will prepare a scope of work 
proposal and submit same to the Borough Administrator. 

 Our office prepared a scope of work proposal and submitted same to the Borough Administrator. The 
Borough selected Option #1 which utilizes five percent (5%) of the final construction cost for design 
services. 

 A resolution was approved at the March Council meeting. Our office is proceeding with design 
  
FY 2024 Road Program – Resurfacing of Meadowlark Road  
 
Update: 

 The bid opening for this project was held on July 3rd. Our office issued an award recommendation 
letter for the contract to be awarded to Earle Asphalt Company contingent upon favorable review by 
the Borough Solicitor and certification of availability of funds by the Borough CFO.  

 
Previously Reported:  

 Our office has completed the field survey for this project.  

 Our office is currently proceeding with preparation of bid documents, plans, and specifications for 
public bidding of the project.  

 It is anticipated this project will be publicly advertised in winter 2024 / 2025 with bid opening, contract 
award, and construction commencement in spring 2025.    

 Our office is finalizing the bid documents, plans, and specifications and will publicly advertise this 
project in late spring / early summer.  

   
  

FY 2024 NJDOT Municipal Aid Funding Application  
  
Previously Reported:   

 NJDOT has announced the department would be accepting applications for the NJDOT FY 2024 Municipal 
Aid program with a deadline of July 1, 2023.    

 Our office has coordinated with the Borough Administrator regarding application candidates for this 
round of funding and recommends submitting for the continuation of Central Avenue and Kirkwood 
Avenue.  

 A resolution authorizing our office to submit the application is required at the June Agenda Meeting.  

 Our office submitted this application prior to the deadline of July 1, 2023.    
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 The Borough has been informed it will be receiving an NJDOT Municipal Aid grant of $238,352 towards 
construction, inspection, and limited design of this project.  

 Our office has prepared a scope of work proposal and has submitted same to the Borough Administrator.  
It is our understanding that the Borough is selecting Option #1 which utilizes five percent (5%) of the 
final construction cost for design services.  An approving resolution is required to submit to NJDOT.  

 Base survey has been completed.  

 It is anticipated this project will be publicly advertised in spring 2025 with bid opening, contract award, 
and construction commencement in spring 2025.    

  
FY 2023 NJDOT Municipal Aid Municipal Aid Funding – Central Avenue & Kirkwood Avenue – Phase III  
  
Update:  

 Our office is coordinating with contractor regarding punchlist items along Central Avenue including 
resealing joints in asphalt paving and additional work to maximize the grant along Kirkwood Avenue. 
The contractor anticipates completing the additional work the week of July 21th. 

 
Previously Reported:   

 NJDOT has announced the department would be accepting applications for the NJDOT FY 2023 Municipal 
Aid program with a deadline of July 1, 2022.    

 Our office has coordinated with the Borough Administrator regarding application candidates for this 
round of funding and recommends submitting for the continuation of Central Avenue and Kirkwood 
Avenue.  

 A resolution for authorizing our office to submit the application is required at the June Council Meeting.  

 Our office has submitted an application for this project before the July 1st deadline.  

 All submittals and approvals have been completed for this application.  

 The Borough has been informed it will be receiving an NJDOT Municipal Aid grant of $284,650 towards 
construction, inspection, and limited design of this project.  

 Our office has prepared a scope of work proposal and have submitted same to the Borough 
Administrator.  The Borough has selected Option #1 to utilize five percent (5%) of the final construction 
cost for design services through resolution.  

 Our office has submitted for NJDOT concurrence regarding our proposal and the Borough resolution.  

 Our office has completed the existing base survey and will proceed with preparation of bid documents, 
plans, and specifications for public bidding of this project in summer / fall 2023.  

 Design is substantially complete.  Anticipate submitted to NJDOT for PSE review spring 2024.  

 Our office has completed the bid documents, plans, and specifications and submitted to NJDOT for PSE 
(plan and spec evaluation).  This project will be publicly advertised once NJDOT review comments are 
received and addressed.  

 The bid opening for this project was held on August 8th.  

 The contract for this project was awarded at the August Council meeting to Think Pavers Hardscaping in 
the amount of $222,059.00 representing the Base Bid and Add Alternate Bid #1.  

 The preconstruction meeting was held on September 24th.  Notice to Proceed has been issued for 
September 30th.  
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 Our office has processed payment application #1 and submitted to the Borough for approval and 
payment.  

 Construction has commenced with the installation of concrete curb, sidewalk, and driveway aprons 
completed.    

 Our office has processed Payment Application #2 and submitted to the Borough for payment. 
 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
JUNE 12, 2025 REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 
JUNE 12, 2025 EXECUTIVE MEETING MINUTES 

JUNE 27, 2025 SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES

 
A motion was made by Councilman Tolomeo, seconded by Councilman Gilligan with all members present voting 
aye by roll call vote, with the exception of those who were not present at any of these meetings, abstained.  
 
REPORTS:  
Councilman Bove presented the report for: 
ORDINANCE & PROPERTY - Code Inspection Report for the month of June 2025. 
Total number of properties inspected – 3- PD 120- CE 
Total number of notices – 3- PD 106- CE 
Total number of summonses – 0- PD 0-CE 
Total number of emails- 7-CE 
Total number of phone calls- 30-CE 
 
Councilwoman Martin provided the June 2025 Finance Reports.  
BOROUGH FINANCIAL REPORT  
Balance as of 5-31-2025 – $1,476,236.28 
Total Receipts – $477,673.34 
Total Disbursements – $1,278,214.95 
Balance as of 6-30-2025 – $675,694.67 
Total in other Funds - $2,737265.81 
 
Councilman Gilligan presented the report for: 
POLICE  - The reports are as follows: 
June 2025:   
18 Adult arrests     0 Juvenile arrests, 
0 Assaults to Police     4 Simple assaults Complaints, 
4 Criminal Mischief Complaints   10 Harassment complaints, 
495 Other investigations and complaints  1 Burglary 
0 Robberies      8 thefts in the amount of $17,970 
$26,600.00 in stolen property recovered  1 motor vehicle thefts, 
4 D.W.I. arrests     6 Narcotics arrests, 
321 Traffic summonses issued   17 Motor vehicle accidents, 
7 injuries from accidents     28 Alarm activations 
With 62 Total Crime Reports Taken, and 596 Total Calls for Police Service  
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Councilman Tolomeo presented the report for: 
Emergency Services: 
Stratford Ambulance: June 2025 
There were 81 calls for ambulance service, with a total for the year of 448. 
 
Councilman Tolomeo presented the DPW report for June 2025: 
PUBLIC WORKS AND LIGHTING: 
DPW June 2025 Report: 

 The month of June started with the public works team starting to clean out the alley ways back on 
Suburban Terrace and Bryant Ave, as well as the routine grass cutting there. During that time there 
was also a crew completing clean ups and mulching at the library and Yellin School. The rain was heavy 
at times which led the team to maintain storm inlets and keeping them clear to avoid flooding. Grass 
cutting at all of our routine spots have been on schedule, along with tree trimming at parks and 
playgrounds. Our chipping has been completed bi-weekly, as well as cleaning our public parks. Routine 
cleaning at the Borough Hall, Police Station, and the Community Center has been getting completed 
Tuesday and Friday mornings before anyone arrives. We had sent our sewer truck to get tires replaced 
at Tire Corral, as well as getting our trash trucks serviced by John Ferriola in Voorhees. The month of 
June ended with preparation for the 4th of July Parade, which Malaky Reyes, Eli Williams, Mike Morris, 
and Ross Beck worked. The DPW had received a call from Cherry Valley Tractors to say that our New 
Holland Backhoe was ready for delivery, which came Friday, June 20th! 

 
June 2025 Sewer Report 

 We had replaced a sump pump at our #2 Pump station, as well as some hinges on the door at the 
opening of the station.  

 Sewer Call Outs – 15 for the month of June 
 
Councilwoman Martin presented the report for June 2025: 
PUBLIC EVENTS: 
The Public Events Committee would like to extend its heartfelt thanks to everyone who helped make this 
year’s 4th of July Parade a tremendous success. From the colorful floats to the enthusiastic spectators lining 
the streets, the day was a shining example of what makes our community so special. 
 
We are especially grateful to our local organizations whose time, effort, and spirit helped bring the parade to 
life. Their commitment and creativity not only showcased the pride we have in our town, but also reminded us 
of the power of a strong community. 
 
A special thank you to our first responders, town staff, and public works crew for ensuring a safe and smooth 
event. Your behind-the-scenes work does not go unnoticed. 
 
As a reminder, Stratford has decided to combine this year’s National Night Out with our Centennial 
Celebration, which will take place on Sunday, September 28, from 11:00 AM to 4:00 PM. This special event will 
be a wonderful opportunity to continue the momentum of community pride and connection. We encourage 
everyone to mark their calendars and join us for what promises to be an exciting and historic day! 
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For Upcoming Events in Stratford please visit join the Borough’s Official Facebook page and visit individual 
organization’s websites. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: None 

RESOLUTIONS: 
Administrator John Keenan reviewed the proposed resolutions. 
No one from Council removed or added to the consent agenda. Resolutions 25:101 through 25:109 were 
approved as a consent agenda by motion of Councilman Gilligan, seconded by Councilman Tolomeo, with all 
Council present voting aye by roll call vote. Councilwoman Dawn Martin abstained from Resolution 25:103. 
 
RESOLUTION 25:101 CERTIFICATION OF ANNUAL MUNICIPAL AUDIT FOR CALENDAR YEAR 2024 
RESOLUTION 25:102 APPROVING APPLICATION FOR 2025 NJ HIGHWAY TRAFFIC SAFETY 

MOBILIZATION GRANT “DRIVE SOBER GET PULLED OVER” IN THE AMOUNT OF 
$7,000.00 

RESOLUTION 25:103 APPOINT SUB CROSSING GUARD VICTORIA MARTIN 
RESOLUTION 25:104 RESCINDING RESOLUTION 25:100 AND ENDORSING THE HOUSING ELEMENT AND 

FAIR SHARE PLAN ADOPTED BY THE STRATFORD BOROUGH JOINT LAND USE 
BOARD NUNC PRO TUNC TO JUNE 27, 2025 

RESOLUTION 25:105 AWARD FOR RESURFACING OF MEADOWLARK ROAD 
RESOLUTION 25:106 AUTHORIZE CHANGE ORDER 1 & RELEASE RETAINAGE – BEAVER/TEMPLE SEWER 

REPAIR 
RESOLUTION 25:107 AWARD CONTRACT TO EXTERIOR IMAGES FOR THE BOROUGH OF STRATFORD 

HOME IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM -121 JEFFERSON AVE   
RESOLUTION 25:108 APPOINTMENT OF COUNCILMEMBER FOR UNEXPIRED TERM 
RESOLUTION 25:109 AUTHORIZE EXECUTIVE SESSION FOR 7.10.25 
 
Mr. Keenan read the information related to Resolution 25:108 and the three names which were submitted by 
the Stratford Democrat Municipal Chairperson.  Council had confirmed the person would be Jessica Farrell.  
Jessica Farrell was then sworn in my Mayor Hall and took her seat with the other Governing Body Members. 
 
 
APPROVAL OF BILLS: 
 

Wire checks 501841 through 501851   

Payroll checks 61644 through 61788 and  

Automated checks  39728 through 39818    

Various electronic transfers and potential interim payments to 
Atlantic City Electric, Constellation Energy, PSE&G, and South Jersey Gas 

 
Councilwoman Martin motioned to approve the payment of the bills. Councilman Tolomeo seconded the 
motion, with all members present, having voted in favor in a Roll Call Vote.  Councilwoman Martin abstained 
from check number 743 made out to herself. 
See detailed bill list at bottom of minutes. 
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COUNCIL COMMENTS:       
 
MAYOR LINDA HALL – spoke of the success of the July 4th festivities and thanked the first responders.  She 
commented on how the having the new backhoe in the parade was appreciated by many children.  She 
confirmed the police have been busy the past month based on the Police Chief’s report.  She welcomed Jessica 
Farrell to the Governing Body. 
 
COUNCILMAN MICHAEL TOLOMEO – He thanked the first responders. 
 
COUNCILMAN GILLIGAN – Thanked everyone involved in the July 4th event.  He spoke briefly about organ 
donations. 
 
COUNCILMAN BOB BOVE – Thanked all involved in the July 4th event.  Congratulated the new Councilmember 
and thanked the ladies who work very hard on the public events. 
 
COUNCILWOMAN DAWN MARTIN – Thanked all involved in the July 4th event. 
 
COUCILWOMAN JESSICA FARRELL – She appreciated being appointed to the Governing Body. 
 
GOOD AND WELFARE: 
Motion was made by Councilwoman Bove, seconded by Councilwoman Martin to open the meeting to the public 
for Good and Welfare with all Council voting aye. 
Rob Stone reviewed no parking for July 4th parade, and the Police Chief responded and confirmed the truck 
parked on the street was eventually moved in time for the parade. 
A motion was made by Councilman Tolomeo, seconded by Councilman Bove to close the Good and Welfare 
portion with all Council voting aye. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
Motion was made by Councilman Gilligan, seconded by Councilwoman Martin to enter into Executive Session 
with all Council voting aye. Mr. Brennan stated this session could take about 30 minutes, and reserved the right 
to take action if needed. 
 
Motion made by Councilman Bove, seconded by Councilman Tolomeo to come out of Executive Session.  All 
Councilmembers voted aye.  
 
Comment was made by Mr. Brennan that No actions were taken during the Executive Session. 
 
ADJOURN: 
Councilwoman Martin motioned to adjourn the meeting. Councilman Bove seconded the motion and all 
members present voted in favor in a voice vote. 
Minutes respectfully submitted by: 
 
_________________________________________ 
Stephenie Cianfrani 
Borough Deputy Clerk 
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