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CALL TO ORDER: The Deputy Borough Clerk, Stephenie Cianfrani called the meeting to order at 6:30 P.M. 
 
STATEMENT OF ADVERTISEMENT: The Deputy Clerk read the following statement: 
Notice of this meeting has been provided to the Courier Post and The Retrospect and is posted on the Borough 
Hall Bulletin Board stating the time and the place of the meeting. 
                     
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Mayor Hall led the Pledge and said an opening prayer. 
 
ROLL CALL:   
MAYOR LINDA HALL – PRESENT      
COUNCIL PRESIDENT MICHAEL TOLOMEO – PRESENT   
COUNCILMAN PATRICK GILLIGAN – PRESENT   
COUNCILWOMAN TINA LOMANNO – PRESENT    
COUNCILWOMAN DAWN MARTIN – PRESENT    
COUNCILMAN STEPHEN GANDY – PRESENT 
COUNCILMAN JIM KELLY – PRESENT 
STEPHENIE CIANFRANI, DEPUTY BOROUGH CLERK – PRESENT  
STUART PLATT, BOROUGH SOLICITOR – PRESENT 
RON MORELLO, CHIEF POLICE EXECUTIVE/OEM – PRESENT 
JOHN D. KEENAN JR, BOROUGH ADMINISTRATOR – ABSENT 
 
PUBLIC PORTION FOR AGENDA ITEMS ONLY: 
Councilman Kelly motioned to open the public portion on agenda items only.  Councilman Gilligan seconded the 
motion, which passed with all members present voting in favor in a voice vote.  
John Gentless- 111 Union Ave. inquired about the specifics of the upcoming Executive Session and was advised 
by Solicitor Platt that it cannot be discussed in open session but that all appropriate RICE notices were sent out. 
Councilman Kelly motioned to close the public portion for agenda items. Councilwoman Lomanno seconded the 
motion, which passed with all members present voting in favor in a voice vote. 
 
REPORTS:  
Councilman Tolomeo presented the report for: 
ORDINANCE & PROPERTY - Code Inspection Report for the month of November 2024. 
Total number of properties inspected – 6 
Total number of notices – 5 
Total number of summonses – 0 
 
Councilwoman Lomanno provided the November Finance Reports. 
BOROUGH FINANCIAL REPORT  
Balance as of 10-31-2024 – $1,303,988.30 
Total Receipts – $4,196,077.64 
Total Disbursements – $2,531,885.62 
Balance as of 11-30-2024 – $2,968,180.32 
Total in other Funds - $2,880,471.88 
 
Councilman Gilligan presented the report for: 
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POLICE  - The reports are as follows: 
November 2024:   
26 Adult arrests     1 Juvenile arrests, 
2 Assaults to Police     6 Simple assaults Complaints, 
17 Criminal Mischief Complaints   9 Harassment complaints, 
711 Other investigations and complaints  2 Burglary 
1 Robberies      12 thefts in the amount of $5375 
$33,325 in stolen property recovered  0 motor vehicle thefts, 
6 D.W.I. arrests     9 Narcotics arrests, 
325 Traffic summonses issued   21 Motor vehicle accidents, 
7 injuries from accidents     21 Alarm activations 
With 95 Total Crime Reports Taken, and 721 Total Calls for Police Service  
 
Councilman Tolomeo presented the Emergency Services reports: 
Fire Department the report submitted is as follows: 
The Stratford Fire Department responded to 60 Alarms 2 Drills in the month of November 2024. 

MONTH YEAR TO DATE 
Building Fires    4   36    
Alarm Systems    8   94   
Dwelling Fires    2   25   
Investigations    10   63   
Rescues & M.V.A.’s    9   66   
Wires, Trees Down   4   28   
Brush Fires    3   15   
Car Fires    1   5   
Assist Ambulance, Police, Public 1   49   
Drills     2   26   

    Helicopter Standby   18   60   
 
Stratford Ambulance: November 2024 
There were 40 calls for ambulance service, with a total for the year of 779. 
 
OEM Report: 

 All EMS Subscribers have OPTED in for our 2025 Ambulances Services. Each entity has processed their 
payments. There was no increase for 2025, however each entity was notified that there would be a fee 
increase for the year 2026. 

 Deputy Coordinator and EMS Chief Tom Farrell attended three days of EMT, CPR and Defibrillator 
recertification courses. 

 The OEM Coordinator performed two 911 validation reports, and spent one day cleaning the Ambulance, 
performed vehicle maintenance, and property maintenance and leaf removal at the Ambulance Hall. 

 
 
Councilman Gandy presented the DPW report for November 2024: 
PUBLIC WORKS AND LIGHTING 



STRATFORD BOROUGH COUNCIL 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 10, 2024 
6:30 P.M. 

 

3 
 

 Leaf collection began with our two leaf machines.  One machine was taken off the road, for repairs, and 
still has not returned to the road.  Trash team helped collect leaves also. 

 Tree fell at the Quaker Run Park onto the sidewalk and roadway.  It was cut up and removed. 
 Ceiling lights in the main council meeting room in the Public Safety Building were repaired. 
 Chipping will begin again the first week of January with chipping of branches and Christmas trees. 
 Routine maintenance of equipment and vehicles. 
 Military flags were removed from Vets Park for the winter season. 
 Review and preparation for the Christmas tree lighting event, and decoration the town for the holiday. 

 
 
Sewer November 2024 Report 
 

 5 call outs for residential sewer vent issues. 
 4 call out for street main clogged 
 2 call out for a pump station issue 

 
 Pump stations were checked at least once a week.  Please note that only toilet tissue paper should be 

flushed down toilets.  There are many products which are labeled “flushable”.  Just because it is flushable, 
it is not necessarily good for your drain lines.  Most homeowners’ sewer clogs are caused by these other 
products.   

 
Councilwoman Martin presented the report for: 
PUBLIC EVENTS – The November 2024 report is as follows: 
Good evening, 
 
Thank you for joining us at this year’s Annual Tree Lighting! Seeing the smiles and excitement on the faces of 
everyone in attendance made the event truly special. I´m grateful to have been part of this joyous tradition. 
I´d like to thank The Platt Group for their thoughtful contribution of a menorah which added a beautiful and 
meaningful element to our display, symbolizing unity, light, and the spirit of togetherness that defines our 
community. 
 
I'd also like to thank the school chorus for their incredible performance. Their beautiful voices filled the 
evening with holiday cheer and created a magical atmosphere that we’ll all remember. The creative and 
generous crafters and vendors that attended our event donated a total of $140 for the Yellin School Music 
program. 
I also want to extend a thank you to Chief Morello for taking the initiative to secure a grant for toys that were 
given away at the tree lighting. Initially, the toys were to be given away at National Night Out however; due to 
the weather, we had to cancel that event. Chief Morello’s efforts reflect not only his commitment to public 
safety but also his dedication to fostering joy and strengthening the bonds in our community. 
 
Please remember to participate in the Stratford Mom's food drive this Saturday and register for our Holiday 
House Decorating Contest by December 18th. Online voting will begin on December 19th via a google link that 
will be shared on all social media outlets like we did for the Halloween decorating contest. 
 
Upcoming Events in Stratford 
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December 14 - Stratford Mom’s Food Drive 
December 18- Holiday Sing-A-Long at the Stratford Library 
December 30- 10:30am Story time with Miss and Little Miss Stratford at the Stratford Library 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  None 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  
 
RESOLUTIONS: 
Deputy Clerk Stephenie Cianfrani reviewed the proposed resolutions. 
No one from Council removed or added to the consent agenda. Resolutions 24:160 through 24:163 were 
approved as a consent agenda by motion of Councilwoman Martin, seconded by Councilwoman Lomanno, with 
all Council voting aye by roll call vote. 
 
RES.24:160   APPOINTMENT OF ANIMAL SHELTER – VOORHEES ANIMAL ORPHANAGE 
RES.24:161  AUTHORIZE TAX ASSESSMENT CORRECTION-40 SIDNEY LANE 
RES.24:162  CHAP159-DRIVE SOBER YR END CRACKDOWN-24 
RES.24.163  AUTHORIZE EXECUTIVE SESSION- PERSONNEL MATTERS 12-10-24 
 
ORDINANCES: 
Motion was made by Councilman Gilligan, seconded by Councilwoman Lomanno, to introduce this Ordinance, 
with all Council voting aye by roll call vote.  Public Hearing and Final Action will take place December 30, 2024 
at 2:00pm via Zoom. 
 
ORD. 24-13 AMENDING CHAPTER 6.04 ENTITLED DOGS AND CATS, SUPPLEMENTING 6.04.060 
 
 
APPROVAL OF BILLS: 
 

Wire checks 501763 through 501774   

Payroll checks 60421 through 60577 and  

Automated checks  39113 through 39205    

Various electronic transfers and potential interim payments to 
Atlantic City Electric, Constellation Energy, PSE&G, and South Jersey Gas 

 
 
Councilwoman Lomanno motioned to approve the payment of the bills. Councilman Gandy seconded the 
motion, with all members present, having voted in favor in a Roll Call Vote. 
See detailed bill list at bottom of minutes. 
 
 
COUNCIL COMMENTS:   
 
Councilman Tolomeo – Thank you to our Fire, EMS and Police Services for the Tree Lighting! They did a 
wonderful job! 
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Councilman Gilligan- The Tree Lighting was a great success! A reminder that mailers have gone out for The 
Stratford Ambulance Association yearly fund raiser. 
 
Councilwoman Lomanno – The Tree Lighting was a great event! Good job everyone! 

 
Councilwoman Martin – Thank you for joining us at this year’s Annual Tree Lighting! Seeing the smiles and 
excitement on the faces of everyone in attendance made the event truly special. I´m grateful to have been 
part of this joyous tradition. I´d like to thank The Platt Group for their thoughtful contribution of a menorah 
which added a beautiful and meaningful element to our display, symbolizing unity, light, and the spirit of 
togetherness that defines our community. 
I'd also like to thank the school chorus for their incredible performance. Their beautiful voices filled the 
evening with holiday cheer and created a magical atmosphere that we’ll all remember. The creative and 
generous crafters and vendors that attended our event donated a total of $140 for the Yellin School Music 
program. 
I also want to extend a thank you to Chief Morello for taking the initiative to secure a grant for toys that were 
given away at the tree lighting. Initially, the toys were to be given away at National Night Out however; due to 
the weather, we had to cancel that event. Chief Morello’s efforts reflect not only his commitment to public 
safety but also his dedication to fostering joy and strengthening the bonds in our community. 
Please remember to participate in the Stratford Mom's food drive this Saturday and register for our Holiday 
House Decorating Contest by December 18th. Online voting will begin on December 19th via a google link that 
will be shared on all social media outlets like we did for the Halloween decorating contest. 
Upcoming Events in Stratford: 
December 14 - Stratford Mom’s Food Drive 
December 18- Holiday Sing A Long at the Stratford Library 
December 30- 10:30am Story time with Miss and Little Miss Stratford at the Stratford Library 

 
Councilman Gandy – Thank you to the Public Works department for all of the hard work they did setting up 
everything for the Tree Lighting! Also, great job to the DPW on leaf pick-up this season! 
 
Councilman Kelly – Great job to Police, Fire, EMS, DPW and everyone who was involved with the Tree Lighting! 
 
Mayor Hall –  Thank you for a Wonderful Tree Lighting! Thank you to EMS, Fire, Police, DPW and everyone 
involved. Don’t forget the Mom’s Food Drive is Saturday. Merry Christmas! 

 
GOOD AND WELFARE: 
Councilman Gandy motioned to open the meeting to the public for Good and Welfare. Councilwoman Martin 
seconded the motion, which passed with all members present voting in favor in a voice vote. 
 
Joseph Wyland of 75 Winding Way inquired about the current standing of the Stratford Ambulance 
Association. It was explained that the Stratford Ambulance Association does not currently have EMTs running 
EMS. The donations received go to fund our Shared Services Agreement with Magnolia instead of it being 
incorporated into taxes.  
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Councilwoman Martin motioned to close the meeting to the public for Good and Welfare. Councilwoman 
Lomanno seconded the motion, which passed with all members present voting in favor in a voice vote. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
Motion was made by Councilwoman Martin, seconded by Councilman Gilligan to enter into Executive Session, 
with all Council voting aye. Mr. Platt stated this session could take about 45 minutes to an hour, with no action 
being taken afterwards, but reserved the right to take action. 
Motion made by Councilwoman Martin, seconded by Councilman Kelly to come out of Executive Session with 
no action taken in Executive Session.  All Councilmembers voted aye.  
 
Comment was made by Mr. Platt that no action was taken during the Executive Session. 
 
 
ADJOURN: 
Councilman Gandy motioned to adjourn the meeting.  Councilman Tolomeo seconded the motion and all 
members present voted in favor in a voice vote. 
 
Minutes respectfully submitted by: 
 
 
_________________________________________ 
Stephenie Cianfrani 
Borough Deputy Clerk 
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