
STRATFORD BOROUGH COUNCIL 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

TUESDAY, MAY 9, 2023 
6:30 P.M. 

 

1 
 

CALL TO ORDER: The Borough Clerk Bill Bray called the meeting to order at 6:30 P.M. 
 
STATEMENT OF ADVERTISEMENT: The Borough Clerk read the following statement: 
Notice of this meeting has been provided to the Courier Post and The Retrospect and is posted on the Borough 
Hall Bulletin Board stating the time and the place of the meeting. 
                     
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Mayor Keenan led the Pledge and said an opening prayer. 
 
ROLL CALL:   
JOSH KEENAN, MAYOR – PRESENT  
STEPHEN GANDY, COUNCIL PRESIDENT – PRESENT           
JAMES KELLY, COUNCILMAN – PRESENT 
LINDA HALL, COUNCILWOMAN – PRESENT 
TINA LOMANNO, COUNCILWOMAN – PRESENT 
PATRICK GILLIGAN, COUNCILMAN – PRESENT 
MICHAEL TOLOMEO, COUNCILMAN - ABSENT 
DONNA PLATT, BOROUGH SOLICITOR – PRESENT 
RON MORELLO, POLICE/OEM COORDINATOR – PRESENT 
CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICE ROBIN SARLO - PRESENT 
 
PROCLAMATION:    2023 BOROUGH PROCLAMATION 

DECLARING THE FIRST FRIDAY IN JUNE TO BE 

NATIONAL GUN VIOLENCE AWARENESS DAY 

Mr. Bray the proclamation declaring June 2, 2023 as National Gun Violence Awareness Day. 
 
PUBLIC PORTION FOR AGENDA ITEMS ONLY: 
Councilman Kelly motioned to open the public portion on agenda items only.  Councilman Gandy seconded 
the motion, which passed with all members present voting in favor in a voice vote.  
 
John Gentless, 111 Union Ave. – Mr. Gentless asked if Council was considering a resolution to support the 
county EMS study. Mr. Keenan stated the borough has not received any information about or request for such 
a resolution for the county mayor’s association. Councilwoman Hall stated the Borough is waiting to receive 
information and then would consider the matter.  
 
There were no further comments. 
 
Councilman Gilligan motioned to close the public portion for agenda items. Councilman Kelly seconded the 
motion, which passed with all members present voting in favor in a voice vote. 
 
REPORTS:  
POLICE  - Councilman Gilligan read the reports as follows: 
APRIL 2023:   
25 Adult arrests     0 Juvenile arrests, 
0 Assaults to Police (GTPD)    5 Simple assaults Complaints, 
4 Criminal Mischief Complaints   12 Harassment complaints, 
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696 Other investigations and complaints  0 Burglary 
0 Robberies      6 thefts in the amount of $5,220.00 
$32,220 in stolen property recovered  0 motor vehicle thefts, 
5 D.W.I. arrests     5 Narcotics arrests, 
475 Traffic summonses issued   22 Motor vehicle accidents, 
1 injuries from accidents (0 pedestrian)  22 Alarm activations 
0 properties inspected, 0 Warning Letters Issued, 0 code summons issued. 
With 99 Total Crime Reports Taken, and 721 Total Calls for Police Service  
 
Fire Department 
The Stratford Fire Department responded to 36 Alarms 2 Drills in the month of April 2023, for a total of 133 
Alarms and 8 Drills.  

MONTH YEAR TO DATE 
Building Fires    1  10 
Alarm Systems    15  56 
Dwelling Fires    4  8  
Investigations    6  21 
Rescues & M.V.A.’s    7  17 
Wires, Trees Down   2  5 
Brush Fires    0  1 
Car Fires    0  0 
Assist Ambulance, Police, Public 1  15 
Drills     2  8 

 
EMERGENCY SERVICES   
Councilman Gandy stated the Stratford Ambulance Squad responded to 85 calls for service in January, 318 
calls so far in 2023. 
 
OEM REPORT  - OEM responded to a power outage on April 22. OEM assembled No Parking Signs to assist 
Police, Fire and EMS in keeping designated intersections clear during large events at local schools. This will be 
the first year where the Laurel Mills Shopping Center is not available for overflow parking for school events. 
 
ORDINANCE & PROPERTY - Councilman Kelly read the Zoning Code Officer’s Inspection Report for a portion of 
the month of APRIL 2023. 
Total number of properties inspected/reinspected: 35  
Total number of Warning given: 25 
Total number of properties brought into compliance: 20 
Total number of citations issued: 0 
 
PUBLIC WORKS & LIGHTING Councilman Tolomeo read the February reports as follows: 
Sewer Utility/Public Works 
Call outs for emergency service: 17 
Performed preemptive checks and required maintenance of all manholes and pump stations  
Work requests performed: 

• Repaired the Lock in the Women’s Bathroom at the Senior Center 
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• Replaced the Police Shed Vent 

• Picked up Trash along Bryant Avenue 

• Repaired Broken Swing at Coolidge Park 

• Removed Plastic Yard Signs around town 

• Installed and Removed Signs at Railroad Track 
Regular maintenance activities performed include: 
Weekly trash pickup and cleanup at Yellin School, Parkview School and Vassar Ave. ball field 

• Chipped the entire town twice  

• Cleared all storm drains 3 times 

• Collected loose trash at parks, ballfields, and courts 3 times 

• Picked up 1 ton of E-Z street asphalt patch and patched area near Ambulance Hall as well as other 
potholes in town 

• Cut Saratoga Park, Coolidge Park, Veterans Park, Hagerty/Mancini playground and ballfields, 
Ambulance Hall, Courts, Swim Club Parking Lot section, Laureba Park, Quaker Store, Quaker Run Trail 
Park borders and Pump Station #2 4 times 

• Cut Municipal Complex (Borough Hall, Justice Center, Library, Senior Center, War Memorial and Clock 
Park) 4 times 

• Cut Fire Hall 2 times 

• Cut Sterling Arms Complex 4 times 

• Prepped garden beds at Sterling Arms for mulch 

• Mulched Sterling Arms Complex (apprx. 23 yds) 

• Provided tables, trash cans, and trash bags for Easter Egg Hunt 

• 1 DPW employee worked Easter Egg Hunt (set up and removed tables and trash cans, and collected 
and disposed of trash)  
 

PUBLIC EVENTS - Councilwoman Hall stated the DARE graduation is May 25 and the Memorial Day ceremony is 
set for 10 am. Councilwoman Hall stated the 4th of July Parade is set for 11 am with a new location for the start 
of the parade.  
 
FINANCE & REVENUE Councilwoman Lomanno stated she will give the report for APRIL 2023. 
BOROUGH FINANCIAL REPORT – April 2023 
Balance as of 3-31-2022 – $607,164.14 
Total Receipts – $3,391,301.76 
Total Disbursements – $1,404,022.21 
Balance as of 4-30-2023 – $2,594,443.69 
Total in other Funds - $3,320,178.68 
Councilwoman Lomanno stated the 2023 Budget will have no tax increase for homeowners. 
Councilwoman Lomanno thanked Mr. Keenan and Ms. Sarlo for their hard work and assists in 
developing the budget. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: There was none. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
ORDINANCE 23-06 
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The Borough Clerk announced this is the first reading and introduction; the public hearing for this ordinance 

will be during the Regular Council Meeting on June 13, 2023 at 6:30 p.m. Councilman Gandy made the motion 

to introduce ORDINANCE 23:06 with Councilwoman Hall making a second and the remainder of Council 

voting aye by roll call vote.  
 

ORDINANCE 23:06 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING APPENDIX TO CHAPTER 2.04 ENTITLED “COUNCILMANIC 

DEPARTMENTS” 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Stratford is a municipal corporation organized and operating under the laws 

of the State of New Jersey; and 

 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:60-7 the Mayor and Borough Council, by ordinance, may create 

an administrative code that sets forth the manner in which council shall perform its duties; organize itself as heads 

of departments, specify the duties of such department heads; and 

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:60-7 the Mayor and Borough Council may establish municipal 

officers and determine their organization into various departments, powers and duties, manor of appointment, 

who they supervise and by whom they are supervised; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Borough Council deem it in the best interest of the Borough to amend 

Appendix to Chapter 2.04, entitled “COUNCILMANIC DEPARTMENT.” 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Stratford that 

the Code of the Borough of Stratford is hereby amended as follows: 

 

SECTION 1. Appendix to Chapter 2.04 entitled “COUNCILMANIC DEPARTMENTS” is hereby repealed and 

replaced as follows: 

 

2.04.010 - Establishment—Designation of directors.  

There is established the within-named councilmanic departments within the borough. A member of the 

borough council shall be appointed as director of each of the within-named departments. Each councilmember 

for the borough shall be appointed the director of at least one department, and each councilmember shall be 

appointed to serve as a committee member of two other departments. The above appointments shall be made by 

the mayor without the advice and consent of the borough council.  

2.04.020 - Departments enumerated.  

The councilmanic departments are determined to be:  

A. Department of finance and revenue (library);  

 

B. Department of public works, sanitation, sewer and lighting; 

 

C. Department of police;  

 

D. Department of emergency services (fire, ambulance and OEM);  
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E. Department of ordinance and property (license, inspection, recreation, parks); 

 

F. Department of public events.  

2.04.030 - Duties of directors.  

Each councilmember named as the director of a councilmanic department shall be responsible to report to 

the governing body of the borough all activities of said department which affect the health, welfare, safety and 

governmental structure of the borough.  

 2.04.040 – Department Heads 

A municipal department head may be appointed under the N.J.A.C 4A:3-1.3 of the New Jersey Civil 

Service Commission administrative code. A department head may be assigned to head one or more 

councilmanic departments within the borough at any given time.  

 

2.04.050 - Duties of the Department Head  

 

Duties of the Department Head shall be assigned by the councilmanic director, and duties as assigned by 

the municipal administrator. 

 

SECTION 2. Except as set forth in Section 1 above, the balance of the Code of the Borough of Stratford will 

not be affected by this Ordinance. 

 

SECTION 3. All Ordinances contrary to the provisions of this Ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent that 

they are inconsistent herewith. 

 

SECTION 4. If the provision of any section, subsection, paragraph, subdivision, or clause of this Ordinance 

shall be judged invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, such order of judgment shall not affect or invalidate 

the remainder of any section, subsection, paragraph, subdivision, or clause of this Ordinance. 

 

ORDINANCE 23-07 

The Borough Clerk announced this is the first reading and introduction; the public hearing for this ordinance 

will be during the Regular Council Meeting on June 13, 2023 at 6:30 p.m. Councilwoman Lomanno made the 

motion to introduce ORDINANCE 23:07, with Councilman Kelly making a second and the remainder of 

Council voting aye by roll call vote.  

ORDINANCE 23:07  

AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING SALARIES AND SALARY RANGES FOR OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES OF THE 
BOROUGH OF STRATFORD, CAMDEN COUNTY, STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Stratford: 
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SECTION 1:                                                                                                                                                                   The 
salaries and salary ranges of the officers and employees commencing as of January 01, 2023 are               
established as follows: 

 
Borough Administration 
 

TITLE ANNUAL COMPENSATION   

Mayor 1- 8,000.00  P/T 

Mayor performs marriage or civil union ceremony 100.00 per ceremony P/T 

Council Members (each) 1-6,000.00 P/T 

Borough Clerk         70,000.00 – 90,000.00   

Borough Administrator 50,000.00 – 90,000.00  

Acting Borough Administrator 55.00-65.00 per hour P/T 

Deputy Borough Clerk 30,000.00 – 60,000.00   

Tax Collector 40,000.00 – 80,000.00   

Certified Municipal Finance Officer 75,000.00 – 140,000.00   

Tax Assessor 10,000.00 – 25,000.00 P/T 

Deputy Tax Assessor 10,000.00 – 13,000.00 P/T 

Tax Searcher 700.00 – 1,000.00 P/T 

Registrar 5,000 stipend   

Deputy Registrar of Vital Statistics 4,000 stipend   

Clerk Typist/Construction Clerk 21,000.00 – 40,000.00   

Clerk 1 28,000.00 – 45,000.00   

Secretary to Joint Land Use Board 1,650.04 – 3,000.00 P/T 

Secretary/Administrator to Park Commission 1,200.00 – 3,000.00 P/T 

Zoning Administrative Officer  1,266.06 – 3,000.00 P/T 

Zoning Officer  2,600.00 – 4,500.00 P/T 

Construction Clerk  State minimum wage – 20.00 per hour P/T 

Construction Code Official  4,500.00 – 30,000.00  P/T 

Housing Inspector  State minimum wage – 20.00 per hour P/T 

Plumbing Sub-Code Official HHS 1,000.00 – 5,000.00 P/T 

Plumbing Inspector HHS 1,000.00 – 5,000.00 P/T 

Fire Sub-Code Official HHS 1,000.00 – 5,000.00 P/T 

Fire Inspector HHS 1,000.00 – 5,000.00 P/T 

Fire Official State minimum wage – 15,000 P/T 

Mechanical Sub-Code Official 1,000.00 – 5,000.00 P/T 

Mechanical Inspector 1,000.00 – 5,000.00 P/T 

Building Sub-Code Official HHS 1,000.00 – 8,000.00 P/T 

Building Inspector HHS 1,000.00 – 8,000.00 P/T 

Electrical Sub-Code Official and Inspector HHS                                                                  10,000.00 – 37,000.00        P/T 

Accounting Clerk 30,000.00 – 60,000.00  P/T 

Account Clerk State minimum wage – 25.00 per hour P/T  
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Code Enforcement Official State minimum wage - 20.00 per hour P/T 

Site Plan Inspector State minimum wage - 20.00 per hour P/T 

Municipal Department Head 10,000.00 -70,000.00 
F/T 
P/T 

 
Public Works/Sewer/Trash & Recycling Departments 
 

Public Works Supervisor 45,000.00 – 75,000.00   

Public Works Assistant Supervisor 35,000.00 – 55,000.00   

Public Works Laborer 1 30,000.00 – 34,500.00   

Public Works Laborer 2 34,500.00 – 39,500.00    

Public Works Laborer 3 39,500.00 – 50,000.00   

Public Works Temporary  State minimum wage – 22.00 per hour P/T 

Public Works CDL Compensation 1,500 stipend  

Licensed Sewer Operator 50,000.00 – 75,000.00   

License Sewer Compensation 6,500.00 stipend P/T 

Trash & Recycling CDL Driver 55,000-65,000  

Trash & Recycling CDL Driver Temp. 200.00 – 275.00 per deim P/T 

Trash & Recycling Temporary Laborer State Minimum Wage - $24.00 P/T 

 
Municipal Court 
 

Municipal Magistrate 100.00 – 600.00 per session  P/T 

Court Administrator  59,160.00 – 75,000.00   

Municipal Prosecutor 100.00 – 500.00 per session  P/T 

Municipal Public Defender 50.00 – 300.00 per session P/T 

Court Sound Recorder Operator 51.77 – 60.00 per session P/T 

Deputy Court Administrator 30,000.00 – 45,000.00  

Court Clerk 30,000.00 – 45,000.00   

Court Temporary State minimum wage – 22.00 per hour P/T 

Certified Court Temporary  75.00 per session P/T 

Transcript Service .15 per line P/T 

Special DWI Court Rates     

Judge 100.00 – 600.00per session P/T 

Prosecutor 100.00 – 500.00 per session P/T 

Public Defender 50.00 – 300.00 per session P/T 

Court Administrator 100.00 per session P/T 

Court Secretary 65.00 – 75.00 per session P/T 

Sound Recorder 51.77 – 60.00 per session P/T 

 
Police Department 
 

Police Chief 112,001.00 – 180,000.00   
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Police Captain 99,000.00 – 130,000.00   

Police Lieutenant 98,000.00 – 130,000.00   

Police Sergeant 95,000.00 – 120,000.00   

Police Patrolman 40,000.00 – 110,000.00   

Police Director 35.00 – 55.00 per hour  

School Traffic Guards 16.50 – 21.12 per shift P/T 

Special Class II Police Officers State minimum wage – 45.00 per hour    P/T 

Special Class I Police Officer State minimum wage – 20.00 per hour P/T 

Part time Police Officer/Bailiff/Security State minimum wage – 20.00 per hour P/T 

Police Officer Seat Belt 70.00 per hour P/T 

Police Officer DWI 75.00 per hour       P/T 

Confidential Assistant 30,000.00 – 55,000.00   

Police P/T Secretary State minimum wage – 20.00 per hour P/T 

Manager / employment other vendor State minimum wage - 18.00- $55.00  

Traffic Control, outside employment $85.00 per hour  

  
SECTION 2: This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon passage and publication according to law. 

 
RESOLUTIONS: No one from Council removed or added to the consent agenda. Resolutions 23:73 through 
23:75 were approved as a consent agenda.  
 

RES. 23-73  INTRODUCTION OF THE 2023 MUNICIPAL BUDGET  
RES. 23-74  AUTHORIZE ENGINEERING SERVICE FOR CDBG FUNDED ROAD RESURFACING 
RES. 23-75  APPOINT MEMBERS OF HEN ADVISORY COMMISSION 
  
Councilwoman Lomanno made the motion to adopt the Consent Agenda of resolutions as submitted, with 
Councilman Gilligan making the second and all Council voting aye by roll call vote. 
 
APPROVAL OF BILLS: 
 

Wire checks 501546 through 501556   

Payroll checks 57684 through 57757 and  

Automated checks  37414 through 37494    

Various electronic transfers and potential interim payments to 
Atlantic City Electric, Constellation Energy, PSE&G, and South Jersey Gas 

Councilwoman Hall motioned to approve the payment of the bills. Councilwoman Lomanno seconded the 
motion, with all members present voted in favor in a Roll Call Vote. 
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BUSINESS LICENSE: Mr. Bray stated the application was reviewed by the Stratford Police Department and 
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authorized for approval. Councilman Gandy made a motion to approve the Business License for Jalsa India 
Restaurant, 33 S White Horse Pike.  Councilman Gilligan seconded the motion which was adopted by Council 
by unanimous roll call vote of members present. 
 
COUNCIL COMMENTS:   

• Councilman Gandy – Councilman Gandy stated he wanted to recognize the recent loss of Tony Baxter, the 
Borough DPW Supervisor. Councilman Gandy stated the Borough is grateful for Mr. Baxter’s service and he 
will be missed. Councilman Gandy stated Rev. Martin L. Dawson served the Borough for 45 years including 
service at the Fire Chaplain. Councilman Gandy also recognized the passing of Deptford Police Officer 
Robert Shisler. Council had a moment of silence for Mr. Baxter, Rev. Dawson and Off. Shisler. Councilman 
Gandy stated driver should be on the look out for kids playing now that the weather is warm. 
 

• Councilman Kelly – Councilman Kelly expressed his condolences for the passing of Mr. Baxter, Rev. Dawson 
and Off. Shisler. 

 

• Councilwoman Hall – Councilwoman Hall expressed her condolences for the passing of Mr. Baxter, Rev. 
Dawson and Off. Shisler. Councilwoman Hall stated Stratford Athletic Organization is in full swing and 
residents should try to watch a game this season. 

 

• Councilwoman Lomanno - Councilwoman Lomanno expressed her condolences for the passing of Mr. 
Baxter, Rev. Dawson and Off. Shisler. Councilwoman Lomanno stated the Easter Egg Hunt was a well-
executed and attended event. Councilwoman Lomanno stated the budget does not raise tax and does not 
cut any services to residents.  

 

• Councilman Gilligan – Councilman Gilligan expressed his condolences for the passing of Mr. Baxter, Rev. 
Dawson and Off. Shisler. Councilman Gilligan welcomed the Hen Advisory group. Councilman Gilligan 
stated the first hen class will be held May 17. Councilman Gilligan stated the Police Department was 
recently visited by Alex Man on his mission to educate police about Autism and show support for police 
officers. Councilman Gilligan stated the Borough sponsored a prescription drug drop off on April 22 and 
another will be held in the Fall. Councilman Gilligan stated the Borough is partnering with the county on a 
Special Needs Registry to identify people at risk and with special needs in case of emergencies.  

 
GOOD AND WELFARE: 
Councilman Gandy motioned to open the meeting to the public for Good and Welfare. Councilman Gilligan 
seconded the motion, which passed with all members present voting in favor in a voice vote. 
 
John Gentless, 111 Union Ave – Mr. Gentless asked if the Borough knows who is the potential owner of the 
Methodist Church. Mr. Keenan stated they had no information. Mr. Gentless asked what is the timeline for the 
Quaker Store. Mr. Keenan stated the Borough has not received any notice as is required under the lease 
agreement. Mr. Gentless asked what approvals would be needed by a new owner or tenant. Mr. Keenan 
stated the convenience store could reopen without any approvals because it doesn’t change the use. Mr. 
Keenan stated other uses would need full Land Use Board review and approval. 
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Councilman Kelly made a motion to close the public portion, with Councilwoman Lomanno making a second, 
and all Council voting aye. 
 
ADJOURN: 
Councilwoman Lomanno motioned to adjourn the meeting at approx. 7:01 PM.  Councilman Gilligan seconded 
the motion and all members present voted in favor in a voice vote. 
 
Minutes respectfully submitted by: 
 
 
_________________________________________ 
Bill Bray, RMC 
Borough Clerk  


