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CALL TO ORDER: The Borough Clerk Bill Bray called the meeting to order at 6:30 P.M. 
 
STATEMENT OF ADVERTISEMENT: The Borough Clerk read the following statement: 
Notice of this meeting has been provided to the Courier Post and The Retrospect and is posted on the Borough 
Hall Bulletin Board stating the time and the place of the meeting. 
                     
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Mayor Keenan led the Pledge and said an opening prayer. 
 
ROLL CALL:   
JOSH KEENAN, MAYOR – PRESENT  
STEPHEN GANDY, COUNCIL PRESIDENT – ABSENT           
JAMES KELLY, COUNCILMAN – PRESENT 
LINDA HALL, COUNCILWOMAN – PRESENT 
TINA LOMANNO, COUNCILWOMAN – PRESENT 
PATRICK GILLIGAN, COUNCILMAN – PRESENT 
MICHAEL TOLOMEO, COUNCILMAN - PRESENT 
JUSTIN STRAUSSER, BOROUGH SOLICITOR – PRESENT 
RON MORELLO, POLICE/OEM COORDINATOR – PRESENT 
 
PUBLIC PORTION FOR AGENDA ITEMS ONLY: 
Councilman Kelly motioned to open the public portion on agenda items only.  Councilwoman Lomanno 
seconded the motion, which passed with all members present voting in favor in a voice vote.  
 
John Gentless, 111 Union Ave. – Mr. Gentless asked if there are any resolutions. Mr. Bray stated there are no 
resolutions. 
 
There were no further comments. 
 
Councilman Gilligan motioned to close the public portion for agenda items. Councilman Tolomeo seconded 
the motion, which passed with all members present voting in favor in a voice vote. 
 
REPORTS:  
POLICE  - Councilman Gilligan read the reports as follows: 
June 2023:   
21 Adult arrests     0 Juvenile arrests, 
0 Assaults to Police     4 Simple assaults Complaints, 
8 Criminal Mischief Complaints   26 Harassment complaints, 
704 Other investigations and complaints  0 Burglary 
0 Robberies      7 thefts in the amount of $18,400.00 
$15,000 in stolen property recovered  1 motor vehicle thefts, 
4 D.W.I. arrests     7 Narcotics arrests, 
359 Traffic summonses issued   26 Motor vehicle accidents, 
3 injuries from accidents (0 pedestrian)  31 Alarm activations 
2 properties inspected, 2 Warning Letters Issued, 1 code summons issued. 
With 96 Total Crime Reports Taken, and 617 Total Calls for Police Service  
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Fire Department 
The Stratford Fire Department responded to 39 Alarms 2 Drills in the month of June 2023, for a total of 207 
Alarms and 13 Drills.  

MONTH YEAR TO DATE 
Building Fires    2  14 
Alarm Systems    8  71 
Dwelling Fires    5  16 
Investigations    7  31 
Rescues & M.V.A.’s    5  31 
Wires, Trees Down   7  12 
Brush Fires    2  3 
Car Fires    0  0 
Assist Ambulance, Police, Public 3  28 
Drills     2  13 

 
ORDINANCE & PROPERTY - Councilman Kelly read the Zoning Code Officer’s Inspection Report for a portion of 
the month of June 2023. 
Total number of properties inspected/reinspected: 75  
Total number of Warning given: 50 
Total number of properties brought into compliance: 39 
Total number of citations issued: 18 
Councilman Kelly stated that homeowners should make sure their house numbers are clearly visible from the 
street to help first responders easily find them in case of an emergency. 
 
PUBLIC WORKS & LIGHTING Councilman Tolomeo read the June reports as follows: 
Sewer Utility/Public Works 

Call outs for emergency service: 5 

• Performed preemptive checks and required maintenance of all manholes and pump stations 
Work requests performed: 

• Removed all side panels at the Pickle Ball Court 

• Removed & Installed Woods & Leaves sign at Harvard Avenue 

• Secured flower boxes to the rail at Veterans Park to prevent theft 

• Patched hole in at the Hockey Court on Vassar Avenue 

• Replaced plywood and painted the Storage Trailer for July 4th event 

• Assisted Public Works with the Installation of playground equipment At Coolidge Park 

• Installed & Removed Signs at the Rail Road Track  
Regular maintenance activities performed include: 

•  Weekly trash pickup and cleanup at Yellin School, Parkview School and Vassar Ave. ball field  

• Cut and maintained all Borough properties on a weekly basis, Borough Hall, Police Department, Fire 
Department, Ambulance Hall, Quaker store, Laureba park, Saratoga Park, Veterans Park, Coolidge Ave 
Park, and Whitman Ave Park area. 

• Cut and maintained the Stratford Swim Club, Sterling Arms Condo Association and Railroad tracks each 
week during the month of June 2023. 

• Trimmed each tree along Vassar Ave in front of Yellin School. 
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• Remove the Camden County Construction sign which was located on Hunt Ave at the intersection Of 
US RT 30. 

• Replaced a sheet of plywood on the trailer used for the 4th of July parade. 

• Used cold patch to fill and repair potholes located on Wellington Ave. and Kirkwood. 

• Repaired a street sign on Bishop Terrace, replaced the pole and reattached the street sign, installed a 
new “Yale” street sign on Yale Ave at Atlantic Ave. 

• The wood chipper was out chipping on each Monday during the month of June. 

• Removed the old wooden bleachers from the Parkview School Ballfield area. Remove a set of 
aluminum bleachers & transported to DPW yard for repairs. 

• Cleaned stormed drains throughout the Borough each week during the month of June. 

• Replaced playground mats at Vassar Ave Park and Coolidge Ave Park. 

• Installed playground equipment at the Coolidge Ave Park (caterpillar). 

• Installed “Estates III” sign on the front yard of 40 Warwick Rd. 

• Cut the grass at Yellin School girls Softball field for SAO. 

• Trimmed trees at the War Memorial located on Union Ave. And Laurel Rd. 

• Weeded the flower bed and planted flowers at the Stratford Ambulance Building. Trimmed fence line 
that runs along the parking lot of the building. 

• 46.55 tons of recycling was collected and dumped at the Republic Recycling facility in Camden NJ. 

• 271.180 tons of trash was collected and dumped at Covanta Energy facility in Camden NJ. 

• Trash Trucks were washed and cleaned twice during the month of June 2023. 

• Drivers performed a pre-trip inspection of their vehicle once a week during the month of June 2023. 
Each inspection was documented and is ready to be viewed by the Mayor and Council. 

•  
PUBLIC EVENTS - Councilwoman Hall thanked all the organizers and participants of the July 4th parade 
including Father Rene from Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish, Grand Marshal, Stratford police, fire, ambulance, 
OEM and public works, Miss Stratford and her court, Mayor & Council, Jefferson Health System, Sterling ROTC, 
Glee Club, South Jersey Mustangs, Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, Stratford’s athletic organizations and their teams, 
Stratford Swim Club, and residents. Councilwoman Hall stated National Night Out is set for August 1 at 
Parkview School with activities and food.  
 
FINANCE & REVENUE Councilwoman Lomanno stated she will give the report for June 2023. 
BOROUGH FINANCIAL REPORT – June 2023 
Balance as of 5-31-2023 – $1,775,849.56 
Total Receipts – $685,354.13 
Total Disbursements – $1,526,442.97 
Balance as of 6-30-2023 – $934,760.72 
Total in other Funds - $3,091,567.99 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  
PUBLIC HEAR & ADOPTION:  

ORDINANCE 23:8 
 

BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR VARIOUS CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS OF THE 
BOROUGH OF STRATFORD, IN THE COUNTY OF CAMDEN, NEW JERSEY, 



STRATFORD BOROUGH COUNCIL 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

TUESDAY, JULY 11, 2023 
6:30 P.M. 

 

4 
 

APPROPRIATING THE AGGREGATE AMOUNT OF $650,000.00 THEREFORE AND 
AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $617,500.00 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE BOROUGH 

TO FINANCE PART OF THE COST THERE OF 
 

BE IT ORDAINED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Stratford, County of Camden,  
State of New Jersey (not less than two-thirds of all members thereof affirmatively concurring) as follows: 
 
 SECTION 1. The improvements described in Section 3 of this Bond Ordinance are hereby 
respectively authorized to be undertaken by the Borough of Stratford, New Jersey as a general improvement.  
For the improvement or purpose described in Section 3, there are hereby appropriated the respective sums of 
money therein stated as the appropriations made for the improvements or purposes, such sums amounting in 
the aggregate to $650,000.00 including the aggregate sum of $32,500.00 as the down payment for the 
improvements or purposes required by the Local Bond Law.  The down payments have been made available by 
virtue of provisions for down payment or for capital improvement purposes in one or more previously 
adopted budgets. 
 SECTION 2. In order to finance the cost of improvement or purpose not covered by application of 
the several down payments, negotiable Bonds are hereby authorized to be issued in the principal amount of 
$617,500.00 pursuant to the Local Bond Law.  In anticipation of the issuance of the Bonds, negotiable Bond 
Anticipation Notes are hereby authorized to be issued pursuant to and within the limitations prescribed by the 
Local Bond Law. 
 SECTION 3. The improvement hereby authorized and the purpose for which the Bonds are to be 
issued, the estimated cost for each improvement and the appropriation therefore, the estimated maximum 
amount of Bonds of Notes to be issued for each improvement and the period of usefulness for each 
improvement are respectively as follows: 
 

 
PURPOSE  APPROPRIATION ESTIMATED  PERIOD OF 
   & ESTIMATED  MAXIMUM  AVERAGE 
   COST   AMOUNT OF  USEFULNESS 
      BONDS OR   
      NOTES 
 

 

SEE SCHEDULE “A” ATTACHED 
 

The excess of the appropriation made for each of the improvements or purposes aforesaid over the estimated 
maximum amount of Bonds or Notes to be issued therefore, as above stated, it is amount of the down 
payment for each purpose. 
 SECTION 4. All Bond Anticipation Notes issued hereunder shall mature at such times as may be 
determined by the Chief Financial Officer; provided that no Note shall mature alter than one year from its 
date.  The Notes shall bear interest at such rate or rates and be in such form as many be determined by the 
Chief Financial Officer.  The Chief Financial Officer shall determine all matters in connection with notes issued 
pursuant to this Ordinance, and the Chief Financial Officer’s signature upon the Notes shall be conclusive 
evidence as to all such determinations.  All Notes issued hereunder may be renewed from time to time subject 
the provisions of N.J.S.A. 40A:2-8 (a).  The Chief Financial Officer is hereby authorized to sell part or all of the 
Notes from time to time at public or private sale and to deliver them to the purchasers thereof upon receipt of 



STRATFORD BOROUGH COUNCIL 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

TUESDAY, JULY 11, 2023 
6:30 P.M. 

 

5 
 

payment of the purchase price plus accrued interest from their dates to the date of delivery thereof.  The 
Chief Financial Officer is directed to report in writing to the governing body at the meeting next succeeding 
the date when any sale or delivery of the Notes pursuant to this ordinance is made.  Such report must include 
the amount, the description, the interest rate and the maturity schedule of the Notes sold, the price obtained 
and the name of the purchaser. 
 SECTION 5. The following additional matters are hereby determined, declared, recited and state: 
 

(a) The purposes described in Section 3 of this Bond Ordinance are not current expenses. 
They are improvements, and no part of the costs thereof have been or shall be specifically 
assessed on property specially benefited thereby. 

(b) The average period of usefulness, computed on the basis of the respective amounts of  
Obligations authorized for each purpose and the reasonable lives thereof within the limitations 
of the Local Bond Law, is five (5) years or more. 

(c) The Supplemental Debt Statement required by the Local Bond Law has been duly  
Prepared and filed in the office of the Clerk, and a complete executed duplicate thereof as been 
filed in the office of the Director of the Division of the Local Government Services in the 
Department of Community Affairs of the State of New Jersey.  Such statement shows that the 
Gross debt of the Borough as defined by the Local Bond Law is increased by the authorization of 
the Bonds and Notes provided in this Bond Ordinance by $617,500.00 and the obligations 
authorized herein will be within all debt limitations prescribed by the Local Bond Law.   

(d) $40,000.00 of expenses listed in and permitted under N.J.S.A. 40A:2-20 are included in  
the estimated cost herein for the purposes of improvements. 
SECTION 6.   Any grant moneys received for the purposes described in Section 3 

hereof shall be applied either to direct payment of the costs of the improvements or to payment of the 
obligations issued pursuant to this Ordinance.  The amount of obligations authorized by not issued hereunder 
shall be reduced to the extent that such that such funds are so used. 
  SECTION 7.   The full faith and credit of the Borough are hereby pledged to the punctual 
payment of the principal of and the interest on the obligations authorized by this Bond Ordinance.  The 
obligations shall be direct, unlimited obligations of the Borough, and the Borough is obligated to levy ad 
valorem taxes upon all the taxable real property within the Borough for the payment of obligations and the 
interest thereon without limitation of rate or amount. 
  SECTION 8. This Bond Ordinance shall take effect 20 days after the first publication thereof 
after final adoption as provided by the Local Bond Law. 
 
Councilwoman Hall motioned to open the public hearing on Ordinance 23:8. Councilman Tolomeo seconded 
the motion, which passed with all members present voting in favor in a Voice Vote. 
 
There were no comments 
 

Councilman Gilligan motioned to close the public hearing on Ordinance 23:8. Councilwoman Lomanno 
seconded the motion, which passed with all members present voting in favor in a Voice Vote. Councilman 
Tolomeo made a motion to adopt 23:8. Councilman Kelly seconded the motion with all members present 
voting in favor by Roll Call Vote.  
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NEW BUSINESS: 
RESOLUTIONS: There were no resolutions. 
 
APPROVAL OF BILLS: 
 

Wire checks 501569 through 501578   

Payroll checks 57968 through 58112 and  

Automated checks  37602 through 37700    

Various electronic transfers and potential interim payments to 
Atlantic City Electric, Constellation Energy, PSE&G, and South Jersey Gas 

Councilwoman Hall motioned to approve the payment of the bills. Councilwoman Lomanno seconded the 
motion, with all members present voted in favor in a Roll Call Vote. 
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COUNCIL COMMENTS:   

• Councilman Kelly – Councilman Kelly stated the parade had great turnout despite the heat. Councilman 
Kelly stated he appreciated all the efforts Borough officials and staff to make the July 4th events possible 
and he is honored to serve alongside them.  
 

• Councilwoman Hall – Councilwoman Hall stated it was a great honor to work on the July 4th events. 
Councilwoman Hall stated the SAO Vipers 11–12-year-olds are playing in the district championships and 
wish them luck. 

 

• Councilwoman Lomanno – Councilwoman Lomanno stated the parade was a great event and thanked all 
the organizers.  

 

• Councilman Gilligan – Councilman Gilligan thanked Councilwoman Hall for her work for the parade and it 
was a great event. Councilman Gilligan stated the Borough approved the crossing guard locations for the 
next year, eliminating one unused intersection. Councilman Gilligan stated the Borough is always in need 
of crossing guards to ensure coverage. Councilman Gilligan thanked PTO is sponsoring National Night Out.  

 

• Councilman Tolomeo – Councilman Tolomeo thanked Borough departments for all their efforts for the 
Borough and its residents. Councilman Tolomeo thanked all the residents who came out to watch the 
parade.  

 
GOOD AND WELFARE: 
Councilwoman Hall motioned to open the meeting to the public for Good and Welfare. Councilman Tolomeo 
seconded the motion, which passed with all members present voting in favor in a voice vote. 
 
John Gentless, 111 Union Ave – Mr. Gentless asked if there were any updates on the redevelopment of the 
Laurel Springs Shopping Center, the auction of the liquor license, the senior living facility, or Royal Farms. Mr. 
Bray stated there is no update on the auction of the liquor license. Mr. Keenan stated Atlantic City Electric is 
schedule to remove the light polls that remain at the former shopping center. Mr. Keenan stated Royal Farms 
is expected to begin site work very soon. Mr. Keenan stated the senior living facility will begin site work in 
August. 
 
Councilwoman Hall made a motion to close the public portion, with Councilman Kelly making a second, and all 
Council voting aye. 
ADJOURN: 
Councilman Gilligan motioned to adjourn the meeting at approx. 6:52 PM.  Councilwoman Lomanno seconded 
the motion and all members present voted in favor in a voice vote. 
 
Minutes respectfully submitted by: 
 
 
_________________________________________ 
Bill Bray, RMC 
Borough Clerk  


